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(Talk Given by Barbara H. Wright)
at Fonta Birthday Party
Hovembar 19, 1959

Panight Zonta International ls eelebrating its LOth Birthday and Mirmeapolis
Zenta Club i eelebrating its 33rd Birthday. Zonta Internationel has now become
a mature erganization well established throughout the world. It is in the process
of enjoying life, poing places and doing things. MAecording to Dr. Derothy Redusch,
) better life (For Zonta) begine at LOW,

How Did i national Come A 7

In 1919 women suffrage had been attained. Werld War I was over. During
the War women had stepped in to take men's places in business and lndusiry. They
had served with the Red Crosg in Ewrope and had helped cut with bond drives
and other comminity enterprises. This new service club for women was the resull
of their yearning to hold en to the gains they had made in industry and to con=
timie sommunity servies. Hotary Club and the Kiwanls Club had already baken hold

and had established A pattern for serviee clubs.

Early in 19179 nine wemen serviee clubs were organized in New York state
under the l adership of such people ms Mary Jenkine, newspaper woman of Syracuse,
and Dr. Esther Park of Ithica who had ™lodged bombs, held elinice in Mancy
ard. stodied radiclegy under Madams Curde.™

In November 1919 officers of these nine clubs met to form artieles of
"oonfederation of Zonta ClubsM. At this time the name Zonta was selected. The
charter clubs included: Hochester, Binghamtem, Elmira, 3yracuse, Erie, Ukica
Ithica, Buffalo andDetroit. Within a period of four months this'plan fstirred the
imaginetion of some 400 women in 9 cities. The idea was, of course, membership
based upon accomplishment in the business and professional world - with sach field
represented by one member - on individual werth and sbility, regardless of social
ar financial rank. It was based on the desire to serve the immediate and world
community and to share happy fellowebip with onward looking women™. {Zontian

Fall 1959).

In 1524 Gonta needed a full time Executive Secretary and Harrlet Rlchards
laft her position as a IWCA Secretary to becoms Executive Secretary of Zenta.
Keadquarters were soon moved to Chicage and Harriet Richards remained Executive

Secretary for 26 vears.

The 5th President of cur organization now called Zenta International |
was Marion deForest from the Buffale club, She was a noted playwright and
critic and a dynamic organizer. Under her leadership Zonta expanded very fast.
Upon her dealth 1n 1935 an organization fund was egtablished in her memory. AL
first contributions were woluntary, and later they were assessed egainst Lhe
memherz. The money has been used to orpanize new clubs.

The growth of Zenta since 1919 has bseh Very impressive. In 1919 there
wore ¥ elubs and 400 membars. In 1930 there were 107 clubs and 3 000 members,
with clubs in Hawaii Canada and Austria, as well as the United States.
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In 1940 there were 150 clubs and 4 000 members wilh additienal clubs in

Germany Canada, Demmark and Sweden. In 1950 there were 210 clubs with 7, 800
members and we had added clubs in Iceland Finland, Nerwsy, Chile, E\d.taa“lam:l:
England and France. New in 1959 we have ﬁﬂﬁ ¢lubs 1-.|':I.1:—h 1..[.. L0 mbera and
there are clubs in the Fhllipplnes, Austria amd Cuatemala. A new club in

Bombay has been organised and wlll prcrbablr be sharted in February 1960.

Frem 9 clubs in three states,  to LOF clube in fifteen countries; from 600 membars
te L, 400 members, this 1s indeed a marvelous record.

Among the famous members of Zonta Club was Amelia Earhart. She belonged
to the Beston c¢lub and later the New York club, and Zonta was the only non-
professional elub ghe ever jolned. In 1537 ne one had encireled the globe oy
alr areund the eguator. She had the courage, skill K imegination and infitiative
to try. and in the South Seas she lost her 1re. In 1938 at the Zonta convention
the 4.E.5.F. for women students in aeronaatical engineering was estahlizhed.
Contributions to this have been wvoaluntary. During the years 2€ women have been
granted scholarships to take graduate work in asrcnautical englneering. Among
them was Miss Sappo from Italy who tookher work at the University of Minnesoba.

This year Zonta International has undertaken a new =ervice pmjact.£
Lhe Europsan Hefugee Project and membsrs are assessed $1.00 each for this year.
Together with many other urgan:lna.tlmﬂ and weder the leadership of United Mations
we are going to help in ¢learing out ‘t.fm refupgee camps in Europs. Our epecial
assigmment is to help finance the Father Perie Village to cara for the "Whard
core" cases, the old, 111 and disturbed, and attempts will be made to find part

Lime H]'IlplD:f]‘l].ﬂItt: in tﬂe village for many of these.
Minneapolis Zonta Club

In reviewing the history of the Minneapolils Zenta Club I had to depend
on fewer documents and more hempssy. Zonta Club was organized in 1925 by
Mra. Eatherine Wallen whe came up from Sowth Bend, Indiana, She obtained lists
of outetanding womer and isportant firme in Minneapolis. Dr. Dorothea Radusch
recalls that Gudrman Carlseon of Chicago suggested her name and she was one of the
firet people oslled upon. Alice MgLeughlin tells how Mra, Wallen called on MHr.
Pack at HN.5.F. and asked who wae the most cutstanding woaman in the organization.
Of course Mr. Pack said it was Alice, and he was so impressed with this new
organization that he advised Alice to foin it. Other charter mambers who are
8till active include: Nella Doyle, Katherine McKone, and Sophie Anderson.
Fergona to Join soon after were Aurills Smith, Adele Walker, amd Blanche Scallen.

Cur ¢lub wa=s grganized on February L, 1926, almoslk 34 vears ago. The charter
dinner was at the Curtis Hotel and there were 30 membsrs. I am bold that there
were no Initlation fees for charter members, but the anmual dues were $25.00,
quite 2 sum for those days. The duss were reduced to §L5.00 during the depression
ard were ralsed after the War to 320,00, It is worth noting that they have never
come back Lo bthe origlnal dues of §25.00 & year.

Early presidents ineluded Aurilla Relph, seeretary to the Fresident of the
Midland Maticnal Bank and Trust. Hilda Blair hay, an atborney who noWw lives in
Texas but has a summer home on the North Sheore, was the second presldent.
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Alica McLawghlin was the third president. Katherine MoKone recalls that ashe
and Alice wers on the nominating committee for that year. Theyr presented a
glate but in a surprise move Alice was nominated from bhe floor and alectad.

Our firat meetings were held in the old Bennett Christian home which had
been turned irto & tea room operated, I think by the Women's Republican Committes,
It was located on 4th Averme South near &th Street.

From there we moved to ithe Businees and Professional Women's Club on 2nd
Avenue South where we had a private dining room. That club was & casualty of the
depregsion, amnd as you know, is now the Standard Club.

From there we moved to Atkinson's Tea Room and after a perlod of time we -
moved on to the Silver Latch which is on llth Street between Nicollel and Marquette.
That was a lowvely place to meet and we were gorry to have to leave it. From there
we moved Lo the YMCA where there iz less siyle, but good home made bread and pood

caflee.

Uyr policy from the start has been to hold three luncheon meetings and
one dinner mesting each mornth., Meny of us recall the end of the year picnics at
Marguerite Guthris's on the Minnesota River, at Hasel Solhaugts, at Nella Doylets
on the Si. Croix River, at Lupille EI&T‘bEI‘T‘FI'B in Tyrol Hllls, and more recently,
at Dr. Ann Arnoldts new hame on the St.Crolx Tdver.

About 1948 when our memhership was comparatively small we held dinners
at various homes, I remember golng to Ebba Talgls, at Ela_me Cochranle, at
Fay Weld'e, at Sophie Amnderson'a and at Dr. Armstt.a Stenstroms, I ala:rsn-a.]l
a pmmssiﬂ.re dinner whers we went from my home. to the 3teefel home where Dr.
Lawrence Steelfel of Lhe History Department of the University brought us up to
dale on world trenda. For a number of years thiz was a part of our yearly program
arxl we were glad to have Dr. Steefel back with us last apring.

At, our weekly meebings cur programs hawe been waried. We have rlways enjoyed
the initiation talks of new members. HKamr of us lock back upon the meetings at which
Marguerite Guthrie and Mella Doyle discussed market tremds. Whils we have had many
cutslde speakers, we always enjoy talks given by our own members.

Zonla has always bsen concerned with comeminity serviee, and seholarships havs
been an importart way of providing service. I am told thal :lu_'r:i_ng: the first year
of our Zonta elub a scholarship was granted to a college student in Madisan
Wiseonsin. [uring the depression Zonta helped outetanding high scheel girls b
granting them small a-:bnlamt‘ipa which would provide lunch money and street ca- fare.
Wa alao gave sssistance to the Minneapelis Campfire group, omr spagial interest
reaulted from the faet that Fay Weld was President of the Campfire Girls.

Mamy of you may koow of the MHellis Gorgas Pund. This was established in
memary of Hellie Gorgas whe came here from Chicage to be the sdministrator of 3h.
Barnabas Hespdtal. She was cne of our very fine members. After her tragie death
g memorial fumd of L‘?.'r.JI 00 was raised and set up Aa a loan fumd at the Univeraits
of Minnesata to assist women training in hospitel sdministration. Recently this
has been broadened to include applicants from other health and medical flelds. Last
year $500 was added to this fund, meking a total of §2 ,017, which is admindstered
by the Department of Loans and Scholas ah:.pa at the Un:l.?arﬂit:f of Minnesoia.
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For several years we hawe been concernmed with the Indian problem in
Kinneapolis. We are now sponsaring Hea Jones who is part Indian. This year
she has transferrad from Macalester College to the Uniwversity of Minmesocta

where she is studying Nurzsing. We are proud of the faot that our scholarship
is maldng it possible for thie charming and able girl te finish her sducat om.

A minor activitiy is the packuges which are provided or our members at the
Christmae Party for needy Indian families in Mimeapclis. Of course we contribuate
to the Amelia Farhart Fund and to the European Rafupges Project.

Many of you will recall the economie conference callaed B
for the Housewlfe which Zonits club spearheaded in 195,. This was sponsored by
many cther wamens clubes and ie finaneed by the Northwestern Natlonal Bank.
Helen Cancyer was one of the leaders in promoting this project. The meetinge
were held at the YWCOA and attended by sbouwt 600 women.

Money raising has been a perennlal concern of Zonta Club. We have alwars
been more willing to geb oub our check books than rell up our sleeves. However,
over the years we have tried out with & good deal of suceess, rumsage sales, candy
sales, bazaars and other such money making prejectz. However, we like the big
pranotlon evernts better.

Alice Helesughlin may have forgotten the affals at the Wements Club at the tima
it ed in May 1929. Zonta took ocver the elub for an evening and sold tickets
for $#1.50. The program included music by the American Lagion Chorus, a Dayton
Fashisn show daneing from the Genevieve Ward Dancing Scheol, and eimller mmbers.
Later there was danelng and ¢cands. The program for this affair showed a wery
impressive list of patrons and patronesses ineluding the Gowernor ard lmportant
business men, Suite a sun of momey was realized from bhiz affair.

I recall with pleasure a hat show at some swish place up near bhe Womenta
Club mere recently. This, too, was guite successful. For the last sevaral years
we have had a Spring Fashion Show under the direction of Charlette Meline, who
13 one of o loyal members.

Hew let us turn to conferences and comwentions for & moment. We are proud to
have had Dr. Dorothes Haduseh elected as President of Zonta International. Olivia
Johnsan of St. Paul, and Ellen Anderson Parks,also of 5t. Paul, have served in past
woars as President of Zonta International. I sm under the impression that our
elub has as part of 1ts growlng up process, pome through a mild port of adolegcent
revolt about Zenta Inbernational and look down our noses at the parent organization.
But now we are pretty well grown up and proud to be & part of and give support to
our Inbernational organizatlon.

Our President, at least, gete %o the Intermational Conventlon every fwo years,
and these are really important and entertaining affairs.

Distrdict conventions are held in more converdent places and mere of u= ars
ahle to go, Tha last one was held in St. Paul in Oetober. Unfortunately we
found it pretty far acrces the river and we could not blame it on Lo bthe bus strlke.
Those of us who were able to go enjoyed it wvery much. A Distriet Cenvention held
inMinneapelie not too long age is still well remembered by Zomia members in Lhis
locality. They were lmpressed particularly with that wonderful Sonday morning
hrunch at the Minnikahda Club.
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Perhaps the best remembered District Conventiom held in Minneapelis
was that ome in 1931 which actually did not come off. The plans were all made
when suddenly the banks clesed. The whole thing had to be called off for
otherwise we might have had to suppert the conventlon delegates all winter.

Parhaps cur biggest event was the Zonta International Convertlon held in
St. Paml in June 1928. Zenta Internations]l was 9 years old and bthe Minneapolis
Club, 3 ¥ears old. We had only 27 members, bub we did things in a big way.
With the influence of Aurilla Smith, who was then with the Minneapolis Journal
we put out a 4 page special editlen of the Minneapelis Journal which was eireulated
at the Convention in S5t, Paul., A copy of thiz paper is in our files. All the
members nad pdctures in the paper with couplets sbout each. The wholes convention
was invited to a concert glven by the 5t. Olaf Chelr.

Like Zonta International, our membership iz made up of women of staturs.
(ur scrapbook shows more than our share of Town Teppers. We had a mmber of woman
listed in the YWCA lisl of Women of Distinction and also in the AAUW 1ist of
women of outstanding ability.

i Let ma recall & few you may have forgotten or net hawve the privilege of

flellie Gorpas delen Cancoyer Margaret Harding
Hae Borton Darragh Aldrich Rosemary McWay
[tuth Loshalt Halen Clapesattle

In summing up,mey I peint ocut the valwe of Zomtm. We have fun over a glass
of sherry ab our dinner meetings in problng the backgrounds of various members
te frd out their current interests and achisvements. BEvery member has an
interesting background and a success story. It is stimulating to eccpand our
horigons by getting to know the key women in Hinnea]::u]_ls and key women throughout
the world. JIt is a satisfaction to belong to and contribute to this great group
of 1{:,:;&1 women who are doing things of importance arcand the world. It is a
privilege Lo conbribute Lo the gervice projects both in cur comminlty and in the
world. It provides an opporturdty for members o make friends and do things

Lopether.

IL is & great club and this is a great bWrebthday. Teo quele from Dorobhea
Faduseh In the Fall Zertian, "Better 1life beglns at 40, and thinkdng blg 1s
easential. Tomorrow redqulces vislon ard courage to meet the challenge and
provide the leadership [or wosen in bhe free wordd. Let's ool be "them Lhat
Just sets and listens, but be them as gets vp amd does.'™



